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Class of 2013/Mexico:

REFLECTIONS

Tara Corbett/13

SYMPOSIUM 

 It is hard to fathom that we are the senior class, yet here we are. Though this term implies an end, we, as 
Pericleans, know that an end does not exist in the program. As such, we are currently putting the majority of our 
efforts into sustainability. Our main focus is putting into place a way to ensure that our community support group, 
Hogares Sanos, continues to meet and to have access to the necessary resources. We are aiming for the women 
to take on additional leadership in organizing the sessions. However, we acknowledge the great benefit of hav-
ing a strong relationship with the Elon community—it means more resources—so we are trying to find a balance 
between the two. 
 Additionally, we are preparing for our last few events with the women in Hogares Sanos. Our last session 
is coming up, and it will include planning for next year and an informal tour around campus. The following week, 
we plan on taking them to an Elon baseball game and having a tailgate beforehand. During graduation week we 
will have the traditional senior Periclean banquet, which will be a fun, casual dinner with the women and their 
families at the City Park in Burlington. 
 Lastly, our Class is preparing for Leaders of the 21st Century, which is scheduled for the night before grad-
uation. With their families, Honors, College, Communications, and Business Fellows as well as Lumen Scholars 
and Periclean Scholars come together to celebrate. During this event, we will share what being a part of the Peri-
clean Scholars program has meant to us as well as our specific accomplishments as a Class. Also, it is traditional 
for graduating Pericleans to wear stoles on graduation day that were made in their country of focus; because they 
were coming from a small village, Zinacatan, in the rural, mountainous state of Chiapas, we thought the stoles 
might get lost along the way but they arrived on time putting many of us at ease.
 As one of the last newsletters of the semester, it seems natural to end with some wise words. A com-
mon theme during class has been acceptance of change. Our plan has been tweaked, altered, and flat out ruined 
throughout the last three years, which is not only natural, but also necessary in order to grow and be 
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Elizabeth Gormley/15

 The Periclean Scholars Class of 2015 is excited about the future, including all the work we have cut out 
for us.  In our efforts to solidify a partner organization, we have learned how to present ourselves to potential 
partners in a way that enhances our strengths while still acknowledging that we still have much to learn. While 
some of us were intimidated at the thought of acquiring a partner, given our lack of experience and expertise, we 
brainstormed a list of our strengths and many of us were surprised at just how much we had to offer.  
We are in the process of talking to these potential partners, many of whom we hope to keep corresponding with 
in order to establish the perfect fit.  Our website, pericleanscholars.wordpress.com, showcases us as a Class and 
is ready to be posted on Elon’s Periclean Scholars page.  To maintain dialogue with the local Haitian population 
and enjoy some of the Caribbean’s finest foods the 2015s are planning another visit to Max’s Grand Bistro in 
Mount Olive, North Carolina.  
 The Class’s induction committee planned the induction of the 2016 Periclean Scholars, complete with 
homemade Honduran cuisine. The 2015s imparted their wisdom to the incoming Periclean Class by sharing 
a few of their successes and failures. As a Class, we are prepared to be helpful and constructive mentors to the 
newest class.  

Class of 2015/Haiti:

Class of 2013/Mexico:

challenged. We have made mistakes and gone down wrong paths, but most importantly, we remembered those 
mistakes and wrong turns and have used them to better shape who we are today, as a Class and as individuals. So, 
do not be discouraged; march on with a constant critical and open mind. Remember that you have such a large 
network of Pericleans past and present, not to mention partners, who are here to guide you.

Continued
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Class of 2010/Ghana:

 The Class of 2010 Periclean Scholars has had a busy semester, both on and off-campus.  As we continue 
to hear good news about alumni Class members entering graduate schools for anything from public health to 
sustainable development, current members are busy continuing the successful fundraising campaign started 
by their predecessors. These efforts include sales of Periclean Cards with deals for local business (other classes 
are doing great with the sale of Periclean Cards, as well) and a meal swipe week in Moseley Center.

 Dr. Frontani, who is on sabbatical in Florence, Italy this semester, received excellent news from Dr. 
Francis Amedahe, our contact in Kpoeta. Significant progress has been made in the construction of a second 
building to house staff for the Kpoeta Health Clinic. Dr. Amedahe tells us ceiling joints are being fixed, and 
doors and window frames are constructed. The next step is for an electrician and plumber to instal power and 
plumbing.

 Our hope is that the building will be completed by October. The clinic has also gained another nurse, 
Eric, who will be a great addition to the team. Dr. Amedahe also informed us that the National Health Insur-
ance Card of Ghana is now being accepted at the facility, making it accessible to even more people in need. We 
look forward to continuing the great work of the original Class of 2010, and we hope to report back soon with 
even more good news!

Greg Honan/10



//page 4project pericles//

//page 4project pericles//

Class of 2014/Appalachia

 The Periclean Class of 2014 is excited to announce that we are accepting lateral entry applicants in order 
to sustain our partnership in Appalachia. The experiences you will have will be unprecedented by anything 
else you have done thus far! To advance our efforts we have reached out to individuals and advertised it around 
campus. ‘Appalcations’ are due May 3rd.
 Our Class is also planning a trip to Whitesville, WV, towards the end of the summer and is in the pro-
cess of picking a date. Before we do this, however, we will be having a Class retreat at the end of the semester for 
a few hours one day to discuss what we’ve done over the year, where we are as a Class and where we’ll be going.
 Earlier this semester, we also had our first symposium. Multiple speakers came to campus and spoke 
about life in Appalachia, the issues they face everyday and what can be done to improve life in the region. 
Through these symposium events, we raised awareness on campus and are planning a speaker series for the 
2013-2014 school year.

Ethan Smith/14
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 There are already so many new exciting things happening with the Periclean Scholars Class of 2016. We 
have officially been inducted into the program; we are having picnics and pizza nights; and each day, we get to know 
more and more about our future in the Periclean Scholars program. In the midst of our newly busy schedules and 
new friends, we are now beginning to understand that we are embarking on a journey unlike any we have ever ex-
perienced before. 
 We are thrilled to be able to work with our Mentor, April Post, and develop our project over the next three 
years. We look forward to learning from all of the knowledge and guidance that she has to offer, and we know that 
she can help build the academic foundation that we will need to succeed in carrying out our project. Not only is the 
relationship that we form with our Mentor a vital part of our class dynamic, but also the bonds that we form with 
our peers in the Class of 2016 as well as all those before us. We hope that this network of Pericleans will empower us 
as individuals, and, more importantly, as a group.
 There is still so much to be learned about our Class. There are 33 of us that come from differing inter-
ests, values, and views on the world. Although each individual will contribute different viewpoints and character 
strengths, during the next three years, ultimately all of our traits will work toward a common goal.
We also have much to learn about Honduras and the issues that are prevalent in the country that have the potential 
to inspire our project. Right now, we know that Honduras is a country plagued with gang violence, corruption, high 
wealth differentials, and infrastructural weaknesses. While these problems seem beyond our reach right now, we 
know from the experiences of those who come before us that we have the capacity to make an impact. We are eager 
to start developing a project that will address one of these pressing issues and enact change in the country. 
 In our first brief moments as Periclean Scholars, it is important that we realize that these moments are also 
the most important. Now is the time to define ourselves not as individuals but as a unified group. We hope that we 
can begin to fulfill the expectations that come with the identity of the Periclean Scholars Class of 2016. 

Anna deDufour and Erin Luther/16

Class of 2016/Honduras
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Class of 2006/Namibia
Jenn Pierson/06

 Jenn Pierson, a member of the inaugural Class of Periclean Scholars, the Class of 2006, is now teaching 
in Namibia at Omatjete Primary School through the World Teach program. Omatjete is a large rural village lo-
cated one hour north of the large town of Omaruru in the Erongo Region.  Most rural residents are subsistence 
farmers from the Herero tribe and speak Otjiherero.

 At Omatjete she is primarily teaching grades 5 and 7 English, but is also teaching some non-promotional 
subjects like Art and Basic Information Science (BIS, basically library/basic computing).
You can follow Jenn’s experience in Namibia on her blog “The Wide World Comforts Her.”

 On a recent trip to the capital city of Windhoek Jenn was able to meet up with Anita Isaacs, a two-time 
Periclean-in-Residence who remains a strong partner with the Class of ’06.  She is being supported by the 
Periclean Scholars Alumni Association as she does course work at the University of Namibia toward a degree in 
social work.

 Anita was a key figure in the documentary series on HIV/AIDS that was produced by the ’06’s and 
“starred” in a documentary about her life directed by Erin Barnett.
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Class of 2013/Mexico:

CONGRATULATIONS!
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A note from the director:

 We enter our second decade always adding new traditions

One constant of the Periclean Scholars program since it began in 2003 is that it is always changing and evolving.  

Here are just some of the more major additions/changes:

•	 The	Periclean-in-Residence	dimension	was	added	in	the	fall	of	2003;	Dr.	Philippe	Talavera,	founder	of	the	Na-
mibian HIV/AIDS related ngo Ombeja Yhinga was our first guest.
•	 In	January	of	2006,	the	‘06’s	partnered	with	both	governmental	and	non-governmental	entities	and	co-hosted	
a summit concerning HIV/AIDS in Windhoek, Namibia. The Classes of 2011 and 2012 co-hosted similar major in 
their respective countries of focus. 
•	 The	Periclean	Scholars	Alumni	Association	was	begun	in	2006	and	was	endowed	by	a	generous	gift	from	the	
Redwoods Group Foundation in 2007, making the sustaining of meaningful partnerships a reality beyond gradua-
tion.
•	 In	2007,	we	went	from	having	two	sections	of	the	GST	class	and	went	with	the	more	reasonable	one	class.
•	 The	Class	of	2009	chose	to	reassess	their	original	commitment	to	Angola	and	switch	to	a	logistically	more	ac-
cessible Zambia.
•	 The	program	and	all	involved	courses	were	assessed	and	granted	full	and	permanent	status	by	the	University	
Curriculum Committee.
•	 A	summit	was	held	including	past	and	current	Pericleans	and	Mentors	and	the	decision	to	have	the	Men-
tor choose the country of focus. The Class of 2010, with Dr. Heidi Frontani as Mentor, was the first Class to have the 
bonus of choosing the country of focus taken off their plate.
•	 The	“Celebrating	Periclean	Scholars”	fall	event	was	inaugurated	in	the	fall	of	2010.
•	 2011-12	became	the	first	Class	of	Pericleans	to	have	a	domestic	focus	was	recruited	by	Mentor	Ken	Hassell.		
Their focus on Appalachia has allowed for a new dimension of contact with their partners. 
•	 In	2010-12,	the	Class	of	2013	became	the	first	Class	to	“recycle”	a	country	of	focus,	returning	a	Periclean	em-
phasis on Mexico –and Chiapas in particular- that was the focus of the Class of 2008.
•	 In	2011,	contact	was	made	with	the	Universidad	de	Monterrey	(UDEM)	in	Monterrey,	Mexico	and	they	are	
the first institution to initiate the full replication of the Periclean Scholars program. Ciudadanos Globales is now into 
the advanced planning stages and has full support of the UDEM administration and faculty.
•	 The	Class	of	2010	was	the	first	Class	to	have	their	names	included	on	the	graduation	program	as	Periclean	
Scholars.
•	 The	Class	of	2011	became	the	first	Class	of	Pericleans	to	be	included	in	the	“Leaders	of	the	21st	Century”	
event the night before graduation.
•	 In	the	early	spring	of	2010	we	commissioned	–in	secret-	the	making	of	the	first	Periclean	graduation	stoles.		
These stoles were worn at graduation by the Class of 2010, and Dr. Lambert displays one of these in the Maynard 
House.

tom arcaro/director
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 A bit more about the stoles:

From the very first Class, the ‘06’s, the sense of pride and accomplishment of being a Periclean has motivated 
the graduates to have some symbol of their country of focus as part of their graduation ceremony attire. From 
2006	to	2009	this	symbol	was	typically	subdued	and	little	noticed	by	those	outside	of	the	program	–an	AIDS	
ribbon, a country pin, and so on. The stoles worn by the Class of 2010 have begun a wonderful new tradition 
that truly symbolizes the nature of our program. The stoles worn by the Class of 2010 were made in Ghana 
using local labor, and this is true of all subsequent Classes:  the 11’s batik stoles were made by a local artist in 
Kandy, Sri Lanka, the ‘12’s stoles were made by women in Jamhked, India using material from saris, and the 
stoles worn by our most recent graduates were made by a young woman in rural Chiapas who is using this ex-
perience to begin a small business. I have every confidence that the 2014’s will continue this tradition and work 
with partners in Appalachia soon to design something striking for their Class.

What new traditions and changes will become part of our program in our second decade?


